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A Christmas Message from Fr. Tony

The Advent Season prepares us to recognise 
the Coming of Jesus not just 2000 years ago 
but here and now. We are most grateful for 
the blessings we have received this past year 
at Greater Box Hill Parish. Our meagre efforts 
have been miraculously multiplied and the 
Lord has seen fit to supplement our best 
intentions with His grace. The vibrant life of 
our parish was reported recently on the 
Melbourne Catholic Website…atholic Websit
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/pari
sh-stories-greater-box-hill xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Keep an eye out for visitors and new 
parishioners attending with us in response to 
the Parish information brochure, home 
delivered from Monday December 16. Please 
make them welcome. 

A special visitor

Archbishop Peter Comensoli celebrated the 
5.30pm Mass at St. Francis Xavier on 
Saturday, 19th October 2019. On arrival he 
made his way to where the choir were 
having a final practice before the evening’s 
Mass and  all  choir members  were  very 

excited to see His Grace and greeted him 
warmly.

The Archbishop was assisted by Frs. Tony 
Kerin, Marcus Goulding and Bob Matthews, 
above. At the conclusion of Mass, His Grace 
thanked the choir, under the direction by 
Merryn Hughes, and everyone involved in 
the preparation of the Mass.

After Mass, the Pizza and Prayer Youth 
Group welcomed the Archbishop to their 
Vocations Forum in the Friars’ Room and 
then he went to the Parish Hall where school 
parents were holding a fund-raising Trivia 
Night. Archbishop Peter and Tim Burke, MC 
for the evening, sharing a laugh, above.



One door shuts…another opens…

On November 2nd, 2019 Frs. Theo Rush and
Cormac Nagle were joined by their brother 
friars at St Pascals for prayers to mark the 
end of the friars’ presence at St. Pascals, 
below.

The gathering was an opportunity for the 
friars to share their appreciation of the friars 
and co-workers over the past 84 years of 
Franciscan life at the College and were also 
able to express their sorrow departing from 
a home where they had experienced so
many blessings. Their psalm of Leave-taking 
spoke of their trust in God’s Providence after 
the example of Francis and Clare. Their 
prayer concluded: ‘As we take our leave of 
St. Paschal’s we leave behind beautiful 
buildings that have been our home for so 
many years but we take with us memories of 
so many good friars and friends and the 
many blessings that we have received.’

But Frs. Theo Rush and Cormac Nagle were 
not going far, they wished to remain in 
Melbourne for a variety of reasons and have 
now moved into their new home, a unit very 
near to St. Paschal’s. God’s Providence 
clearly provided a new home for them so 
close to their old home.

They moved into their new home on 7th

October with the generous help of friends

who moved furniture, beds and tables,
stocked their pantry and filled the 
refrigerator to overflowing with food. What 
wonderful friends!

Their new home looks out onto to green 
fields in the foreground, bottom left, with 
the Dandenong Ranges in the distance and 
friendly magpies visit them each morning.

Frs. Theo and Cormac intend to continue the 
Franciscan presence in Melbourne into the 
future.

(Edited from a personal email sent by Fr. 
Theo to his and Fr. Cormac’s many friends
and reproduced with permission.)

Roof Repairs to
St. Francis Xavier Church

For quite some time 
now, rain has been 
leaking through the 
roof of the Church 
and damaging the 
paintwork in the left 
transept. Recently, 
repairs were carried 
out which hopefully 
have rectified the 
problem. The job entailed hiring a cherry 
picker crane to lift the plumber onto the roof 
of the transept and plug the cracks, above
right.

The  above photos show before, left and on 
the right, the cracks filled with special 
sealant.



Fr. Marcus helping with 
the washing up, left

All Soul’s Day Mass

All Soul’s Day Mass was celebrated by Fr. 
Marcus Goulding at St. Clare's Church on 
Thursday, 2nd November 2019. 

Before the Mass commenced, parishioners 
who had lost a loved one during the past 
year placed a lighted candle for their 
departed family member or friend when 
names were read out. Fr. Marcus is pictured 
below during his homily with the lighted 
candles in front of the altar.

At the conclusion of 
Mass, and with the 
sun fading in the west, 
Fr. Marcus, left, led 
parishioners outside 
to the Columbarium 
area where he said 
prayers for the faithful 
departed. It was a 
special moment and a 
lovely way in which all, 
especially those who 
had recently lost loved 
ones, could remember 

and reflect.

Swing comes to St. Francis Xavier

The parish was fortunate to be entertained 
by the local UA3 orchestra, the Silver Grove 
Swing Band on Saturday, 9th November 2019. 
Joan Manshon, who had been a parishioner 
at St. Francis Xavier until recently, was 
instrumental in organising the orchestra to 
play for us.

Thirty members of the orchestra played, and 
sang, toe-tapping big band music from the 
40’s and 50’s for 80 parishioners and friends.

In a very generous gesture, the orchestra 
returned a cheque given to them, asking that 
it be given to the youth of the parish who 
attended the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival in WA in December. (See next page 
for a full report) Just on $750.00 was raised 
for the youth who served the guests 
afternoon tea during interval. 

The lure of the 
dance      floor   was 
too irresistible for 
Frances Burnet who 
teamed up with 
Mary, the Silver 
Grove’s singer, and 
they tripped the 
light fantastic while 
the orchestra played

Perfidia, above.

Some parishioners also took the opportunity                  
to light a candle after Mass, above



Listen to what the 
Spirit is Saying

St. Francis Xavier – St. Clare 
Parish sent a contingent of 
Pilgrims to the Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival, in 

Perth early in December. 

The Pilgrims were Commissioned in a 
Ceremony on Sunday, 24th November 2019 
at the 10.15am Mass at St. Francis Xavier 
church, below, and each were presented 
with a small wooden cross, engraved with 
their names and made by Tim Shalvey on 
behalf of the Knights of the Southern Cross.

Archbishop Timothy Costolloe SDB spoke at 
the opening of ACYF and 
challenged thousands of 
our young Australian 
Catholics  to ‘go out and 
rebuild’ God’s Church.

The following is from 
Emily Pasquini, one of our young Pilgrims, 
inspired by her time at the festival.

‘God, you gave me guidance. You filled me 
up when I felt empty. You refocused me on 
what is important in life. You show me love. 
You give me hope and passion for the future. 
Not only have you impacted my life, but 
thousands more. Every star that shines bright 
in the dark sky is a gift that God has given –
billions of stars, yet each star has an 
importance and meaning – as do I. I am 
given gifts, strengths, pain and happiness to 
sweep me through this journey to you.’

RCIA Journey - Rite of Acceptance

On 23rd November 2019, Fr. Marcus 
Goulding Accepted three RCIA catechumens 
into the Catholic faith with the Rite of 
Acceptance at the 5.30pm Saturday Mass.

Jasmine Balzan, Phillip To and Shan 
Wickramanayake were greeted by Fr. 
Marcus at the doors of St. Francis Xavier 
Church, responded to his questions and 
were then anointed with Holy Oil, below.

The catechumens will attend St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral on Sunday 1st March 2020 for the 
Rite of Election and at the Easter Vigil on 
Saturday 11th April will receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, 
Confirmation and Holy Communion.


